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September 1, 1953

Dear "Legs":

It was nice to havs gone to the Hazlett-Kessing

wedding with you, emong others, and I thoroughly en-

oyed renewing s most friendly acquaintance. I thought
the whole affair turned out very well indeed, and I
hope that the wedding itself is as effective in its
survival as our plans were. I flew back from Washing-
ton to Philaedelphia with Bebe, as you know, We went
to his house, arriving sbout 2300, and we talked until
about 0100. The Babe had a wonderful time on the whole
trips He now feels completely that we should have been
in e¢ivilian clothes, ,

I have never congratulated you upon your accession
to the throne of the Chief of the Bureau of Ships, al-
though I know that in the plane I expressed my gratifi-
cations I think 1t is fine that you have decided to
remain on as Chief, although I think that you sre quite
Justified, in view of the numerous difficulties whth
which you end Wallin have been associated, to retire
end take the fine Job which has been offered to you,
However, as I often tell my friends, the sole thing in
this 1ife worth anything is happiness. Sometimes money
makes one happy; sometimes it creates great unhappiness,
Only you can judge that. )

pleas » I have been wondering whether or not your of-
fice can give me any information which is up to date on
the radars which were in use on the Japanese submarines
at the time of the Battle for Leyte Gulf in October 1944.
We have a lot of extraneous matter on the subject here,
but nothing which could be considered as authoritetive

as something from BuShips. The Japsnese submerines with
which we are concerned were the I«26, 38, 41, 44, 45, 46,
53, 54, 56’ the RO"41’ 43, 46’ 46, 49. 50, 109’ and 112,

ﬁﬁéhough I don't 1like to inelude business with
a




What I am particularly interested in is their range

detection while surfaced. I assume thst, as regards
periscopes, their periscopes were of the same quali-
flcations as ours, as shown in USP 9, paragraph 1604,

If you desire that I submit a letter requesting
information on Japenese submarine redar and periscope
ranges, I will do so. The above is purely in an inter-
rogatory vein to discover whether you would have the
information, and it ceme up merely because I am working
. on Japanese submarine operstions during the Battle for
Laeyte Gulf at this very moment, 4

Give my best to Mary C, As for yourself, best of
luck in whatever you do, As ever, :

Your old 'ﬁiond s

R. W, BATES

Rear Admiral W, D, Leggett, Jr., USK
Chief of the Buresu of Ships

Hoom 3036, MAIN NAVY

Navy Department

Washington 25, D. C.
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September 2, 1953

Dear Legs:

Bad I had these pamphlets yesterday, I would have included
them in my note to you., However, I didn't have them so I

em sending them today.

Mr. Millard, who is the head of this Avica Corporation, is

a former English naval officer who served in Bulder during
the war, He recently developed the fittings described in
these pamphlets, TYou might find them useful in a lot of
places, not the least which might be oil linesa. Mr,

Millsrd told me yesterday that he had just signed a contract
with the Garrett Corporation (?) (a concern on the West
Coast which will represent him in the western states). He
also said that the Douglas Alroraft Corporation had purchased
hundreds of them., I thought the flexible hose might also
have some value.

I am not pressing these items and I have not been asked by
Avica to send them to you at all, I merely happened to
see the pamphlets in a group of pepers in Mr, Millard's
house, where I visit on occasions. I was interested in
ths?, asked about them, and asked 1f I might have these
copies,

Once ugain, it was nice seeing you =2gain, but it was dis-
appoin%ing not to see Mary C.

With very best regards, I am,
Your old friend,

R.W. BATES

Encl/

Rear Admiral Wilson D, Leggett, Jr., USN
Chief, Buresu of Ships

Room 3036, MAIN NAVY

Department of the Navy

Washington 25, D.C.




September 21, 1953

Dear Jaclk:

It is about a week since the party you gave at the Clu: 21
for Admiral Carney, so feeling a little energetic I am
:eizing this opportunity to write you a letter of appreciate
One

Very frankly, I thought the party excellent, the guest list
excellent, food excellent, and the introductions by yourself
outstanding! I thought that you were unusually clever in
typing your projected "commentators' to the whole picture.

I know that Mick Carney enjoyed it very much because he

told me so, and I thought that yours and Halsey's introduction
of Carney were amusing and Carney's reply showed that he is
quick on the repartee. : -

You were extremely thoughtful to have included me in this
affair because Mick and I are old friends--he told me that
my letter on his ascension to office as CNO was the finest
he had received and he was going to save it.

Now that the Yanks have won the American Lesgue Champlonship
you can relax, I hope that you will do so. No one can keep
operating at high tension for long and you know it, So

take it easyl

We hed a delightful evening Friday night when the Reading
Room played Booce with the girls. This i1s an annual event
and the only time women are allowed in the Club,

At your luncheon your friend Rex Smith presented me with my




membership in the Admiral's Club. I told him to forget it,
~that I wasn't pressing him for 1t, asnd was doubtful if I
wanted it, However, he sent out and got it for me anyway.
Ee ig reslly a nice fellow--Just a little too busy.

With very best regards to you and with hopes that you are
enjoying the best of life, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R.W, BATES

Captain John J. Bergen, USNR
4O Wall Street
New York 5, N.Y.
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September 23, 1953

Pear old Swede:

I want to thank you very much for your letter concerning my
visit to North Carolina to attend the wedding of your daughter,
It was a very happy occasion for me to go. I am extremely fond
of you and Ibby and of your two children, both of whom are credits
to your family. .

The trip wasn't too serious a one because Babe looked out
for me in Philadelphia and I did not depart until eleven the next

morning.

I thought the wedding was nice, although, very frankly, I
didn't like the priest at all, and to a1l intents and purposes
told him so. I thought the reception was very well handled and
I enjoyed exceedingly meeting your friends.

-

It seems ridiculous in these days of air travel that it is
so hard to get together, even for short visits. However, I oper-
ate on a leave basis, as I am on active duty, and with the diffi-
culties in California I had no leave which I could expend anywhere
except in that area. Now I am trying to build up leave again, as
my eldest brother is fairly 111 and Heaven only knows whether or
not I shall have to go out there again. I don't think so, but
could be,

I thought Ibby looked perfectly beautiful at the wedding and
the reception. She is a wonderful wemsn and obviouely a glorious
wife. You are very lucky indeed. On the other hand, I thought you
looked better than I had expected to see you; but you did look a
little tired. Naturally I asked myself: "Why not?" With the wed-
ding, the reception and other parties, and your problems in other
fields, you were bourd to be tired. I find up here that as you get
older you get tired automatically. Sometimes I get tired when I'm
doing nothing; again, I ‘'feel swell when I am doing the most. In
many cases, it is purely a mental proposition.

I wouldn't worry about the check I sent Alice. I could well
spare it, and I felt she was entitled to it in view of my relation-
ship to her. As a matter of fact,¢rappy Kessing hopped on me for
it. He said that‘\it was toe big and that it was the prevince of
parents to look out for that. Naturally, I don't subscribe to that
at all, and frankly I don't think he dees, either.
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My boek is progressing well, and I think it is up to the
reputed high standard of the others. At least we are endeavoring
to make it so. It is quite difficult because there are so many
papers, dispatches and so forth to search, and therefore progress
is relatively slow.

I was extremely serry not to have had a chance to talk to you
about many things, but the leave situation and the question of
planes made it difficult to do so. Besides s You were too busy and
Jour miad was entirely oa ether things,

Give my best regards to Ibby.

As sver,

Your old friemd,

Captain E. E. Hazlett, USN(Ret.)
1001 Dawes Street

Chapel Hill

NHorth Carolina




September 25, 1953

Dear Jim:

I appreciate your farewell letter very much, and
want you to know that you are thoroughly missed around
here. I can't imagine any rectoar coming into this
difficult area and accompliahing &8s much in a limited
amount of time as you did. You will be very success-
ful in your new pasatorate.

Peter Chase is doing well in your place. Every-
body wants to help him, and everybody 1s helping him,
80 the load will not be as heavy to bear as he feared.
Last Sunday he conducted a service at Trinity similar
to the one you arranged two years ago, for the HMS
Superb. The church was crowded, the British Commodore
and I read the lessons (in uniform), the British chap-
“lain preached an excellent sermon, and the congregation
was quite properly impressed.

I have been quite concerned as to who is to be ny

rolling partner in the Reading Room if you are not
there for me to roll against. Must I discover a new
companion?

I want to say again that the congregation and the
vestry all have profited by their association with you,
and seriously miss your capable, cheery presence in
the guidance of our beloved Trinity.

With best regards to you and to your Mrs, I am,
as ever,

Your o0l1ld friend;

R. W. BATES

The Reverend James R. McColl, III
St. Thomas's Church

Whitemarsh

Pennsylvania
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September 28, 1953

Dear Mr, Riso:

It was very thoughtful of you to send me my blue blazer,

but unfortunately I am sorry you did, because in my

:pinionitt requires refitting. Therefore, I am not able
O use .

In my opinion there are three major faults with 1t:

(1) It is too large.
{(2) It 1s too long.
(3) The two front buttons are too low so that they tend
. to cover up my belly button and zipper rather
than being higher than thate.

I will be in New York presently and will bring the blazer
so that you can make the necessary corrections. Otherwise
1t 1s alright., I think I want to have some letters
embroidered on the left pocket, but what they will be I
don't know yet, but I will tell you when I decide.

With best wishes and hoping that you won't take this too
seriously, I am,

Sincerely,

R.W. BATES,
Rear Admiral, U.S.N.

Mr, Bugene J. Riso
12-1l; East L46th Street
New York’ N.Y.




Letter dated September 29th, 1953 from Doctor C.E.H. Bates, M.D.,

FeACeS. to Rear Admiral R.W, Bates,

"Charley is not well, He went over to Korea in good health,
except that he had lost his hearing on both sides in the upper
tones, This had not improved after three months off the rifile
range. This was verified at Letterman Hospltal, at Camp Roberts
and at Camp Stoneman. On board ship he developed severe ringing
in the ears and was told he had to report in at the Base Hospital,
Sasebo, Japan. At Sasebo they sald there was no ear man there,

He was told to get combat clothes on and a rifle. He was put back
on the ship and sent to Inchon and then by rail to Chun Wong
and assigned to the 45th Infantry Division. About two months
later he developed a temperature of 104, severe diarrhea and was
sent by ambulance over the mountains to Seoul. He was returned
a week or so later when he began passing blood from his colon.
He was sent back to the Base Hospital 12l-=they put him on a
train and sent him to Pusan to Evacuation Hospital 21, They
made all kind of tests looking for malaria and I suppose amoeba,
they finally told him they thought 1t was nerves. They couldn't
find anything else the matter with him and returned him to duty.

"Charley wrote me today that the diarrhea has continued and

that he is very shaky and is losing weight. He 1is afraid to report

to the Doctors again because they do things that make him lose

more welght,
"I have advised him to report to his Medical Officer and
tell him the true story of his state of health and that if they




couldn't cure him over there they will have to send him home.
"Dick, in my opinion, as an ear specialist, they had no

right to send him off in the first place, that although he had

an order which I saw myself which said 'no combat duty! he was

assigned to a front line division. He has picked up an infection,

dysentery of some kind, is losing weight and is developing a

nervous sympton, something which he never had before. He has

been in Evacuation Hospitals both in Seoul and Pusan and I believe
that Charley should be sent home for treatment in this countrye.

He is not squawking, He wanted to do his part and went to

Korea and now his last letter shows discouragement and is that

of a sick man. We must get him out of Korea. He was a healthy

kid a few months ago."
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October 2, 1953

Dear Babe:

I heard with a great deal of disapointment and yet, at the
same time, with a great deal of satisfaction that you had
been retired ahead of time leaving Admiral Conolly the only
one of your class on active dutye. My disapointment is, of
ocourse, that you are disabled, although you do not appear to
be suffering from it, and I hope that you never will, On the
other hand, there is an advantage in that you will have tax -
exemption of soms kind. How much, I do not know, and frankly
it is not any of my business, My satisfaction is that you
will remain on active duty until January lst when your relief
arrives, -

I should appreciate your kindness if you will advise me
whether or not the tax exempt provision epplies while you are
on active duty., You spoke to me about that when I was in
Philadelphia and I could not answer. It is a very important
point and I would love to know the decision in your csase,

Give my best regards to Nell and as for yourself, my affection
is always with you, as ever,

Your old friend,

R, W, BATES

Vice Admirsal John H, Brown, Jr., USN (Ret)
Commandant FOURTH Naval District

UsSe Haval Base

Philadelphis 12, Pa,




October 8, 1953

Dear Admiral Spruancet

It was with a great deal of pleasurs that I discovered that
you wers in Newport. On the other hand, it was with a great
deal of regret that I was unable to see you.

I had hoped that I would see you this morning because I
thought you sald that you were leaving at 0840 so I got up
early and started ealling your house at 0740 this morning.
Your daughter~in-law answered the telephone and said that
you hed left at 0530, She further stated that in view of
the butlerts telephone call she had expested that I would
¢all in person last evening. ' I would certainly have liked
to do that and, in fact, talked it over with Mrs. Kenneth
Safe, who was at the Warren's dinner, but desided egainagt
it for two reasons: (a) We didn't complete dimmer until
2130 and (b) you came here to see your familye-not ma. The
faot that the buller called you was not of my ordering and
I knew nothing of 1t until this morning.

I was wonderful to talk te you on the telephons snd to know
that you and Margaret are well and enjoying your assignment
in the Philippines. It {s too bad that you didn't remain

one day more, 30 that your many friends oould have seen you, .
The hallowed halls of the War College would also have liked
te see you, and I feel sure that a telk on the Philippines
would have been very timely to the staff and students.

Thanks for coming sround to see me--I appreciate your
kindness no end, but I was evidenily still at the Wer College

when you appeared at my homse,
With best regards and best wishes, I am, as ever,
Y.Olu' Old .ﬁ'iend.,

R.W. BATES

Admiral Reymond A. Spruance, USH{BRet)
Army-Havy Club

l7th and I Streets

Washington, D.C.




Letter dated October ]J*th) 195_; from CeEsHe Bates, M¢Dey, FoAeCoS,

to Rear Admiral R.,W, Bates,

"And then he developed this.severe'high tone hearing loss,
with ringing in his ears which he says has not subsided. I have
a copy of his last hearing test taken a few days ago at Evac.
Hosp. 121 which shows no improvement, and in which the examining
specialist says no duty in area of noise. This means in my-

opinion, by now, that Charley has premanently lost the upper

range of his hearing. Of course, he can hear loud conversation,

only a part of the spesking range is involved, the upper part,
His tinnitis (ringing) is annoying and makes it difficult to
concentrate. Men commit sulcide beeause of severe tinnitis,
A Major wanted Charley transferred to his outfit further up
(Field Artillery) and Charley said,'well if there is noise up there
I can't go.! He showed the Major his papers, and the Major
told him that they had no right to send him over there in the
first place, WHICH IS TRUE! Charley says they think he is trying
to get out of his assignmehts because he 1s yellow or something,
altho he didnt't use that word. He is upset about 1it.

"We don't believe he 1is pulling a fast one, if he was I
would not do anything to help him. He should learn to take
it just as the others have to, but we all feel with the information
we have, we must help him to get out of Korea. I would have
preferred to see him finish his time, but if he 1s 111 then
it would be dangerous for him to stay there, and unfair to his
morale., You know TCharley, before he got sick, wrote us and
said he was glad to be in Korea, that it was dirty but beautifull

and he seemed to be enjoying his service there."




October 16, 1953

Dear Lyndes

I've been thinking of you recently for several reasons., The
first reason is that I came across "This I Believe™ comments
presented by Edward R, Murrow, I think that what you had to
say was excellent. Captain Puleston disagreed on the ground
that you are a little too tolerant of the worldts frailties,
I think I have satisfactorily cleared Captain Puleston's
mind,

The second reason is that at Trinity Church Men's Club tonight
our Rector, who was in London during the Coronation, is going
to discues the Coronation and the Spiritual factors connected
therewith, In view of the fact that he met the Archbishop of
Canterbury in a personal meeting, and in further view of the. ..
fact that the Rector has motion pictures which he took him=
self of the Coronation scenes I feel sure that the talk will
be very good indeed. All of this reminds me of the fact that
you were in the Abbey during the Coronation and will have
much more to tell me on that subject when I see you again.,
This brings up my third reason.

You perhaps know by now that Admiral Conolly is to be :
President of Long Island University commencing November 2nd
This leaves a vacancy in the Presidency here. No one knows
who 13 to relieve him. Since I do not think that any position
in the Navy is more important today then the Presidency of the
Naval War College, I am hoping that whoever occuples it will
bring it that prestige, experience, intelligence and under-

standing which are so essential, You have these qualifications..

to a very high degree., Long ago I knew that you were slated
for this post, and wished it. Are we to be honored by your
acceptance? You have long had my vote you lmow}

Weather conditions up here are delightful right nowe The
leaves are changing from red to gold to brown, in other
words a russet hue, Everything is lovely.

That is everything except Mrs, Spike (Kay) Fahrion who lost
her father a day or so ago, He was 82, & retired Army .
Colonsl, and had been 11l a long time,




. ‘ v .ll

I hope that you are in fine health, You are a wonderful
person and have contributed much to your Country's welfare,
My hope is that the Country will still profit from you

and yours.,

Give my very best to that beloved wife of yours, She had
always been "tops" in my books and I always look forward
to seeing her again,

With very best regards to you bothe I am as ever,

Your old friend,

Re. W, BATES

Admiral Lynde D, McCormiok
Commander«ineChief,

Atlantic and U.S. Atlantic Fleet and
Supreme Allied Commander, Atlantie
Naval Base (South Annex),

Norfolk 11, Virgina




November 12, 1953

Dear Tei:

I received a letter today, a copy herewith attached, wherein
Donald PEFFERKORN, YNl, USN, asked me to assist him to get
an assigrment in your Naval District,

From what I know about PEFEERKORN he is a very ocapable man
eand from what I have seen of him he i3 & high type. There-
fore, he would be acceptable in either recrulting duty or
shore duty, Would you be willing for somecne on your Staf?
to look this matter up and address me a reply so that I
might write PEFFERKORN?

Now that I have settled that, I want to say that it was with
a great deal of pleasure that I found that you were the
Commandant of the EIGHTH Naval District., That is a charming
area to be in. I note that you have just completed your
58th birthday which leaves you still a young men with four
years more of service, so perhaps you will be going to ses
egain presently. I wish you well}

. The Wer Collegh is getting slong fine although we recently
lost Admirsl Conolly to Long Island University. The Chief
of Staff, Admiral Robbins is holding the fort until some

new President 1s chosen presumsbly in the Spring. I am

now working on the Battle for Leyte Gulf and my first

Volume will go to the press presently. It is long battle
and takes much time, and will perhaps cover as many as

four volumes, I will be interested in hearing your comments
on Volume I after you have read it.

Give my best regards to your Mrs. My very best wishes go to
both of you* for a very Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry
Christmas e

Your old friend,

R.W. BATES

Rear Admiral Thomas G.W. Settle, USR
Commandant EIGHTHRaval District
New Orleans, La,




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

November 12, 1953

Dear Colonel Fojt:

It 1s with a great deal of satiasfaction that I write
to you this morning to thank you and through you
Colonels Bailey and Heyward and all of the other
Merine Officers who were hosts, for your kindness

in inviting me to the Marine Corps Birthday dinner
Tuesday night. Needless to say, I enjoyed myself
and thought the dinner arrangements beautifully done.
I enjoyed the cockteils before dinner and the
excellent dinner afterwards. I appreciasted hesring
Colonel Hayward's reading of the fundemental order
on Marine Corpat* birthdays, likewise I enjoyed your
reading of Genersal Shepherd!s message to the Marine
Corps, snd thought General Little, 1n his few

spoken words, represented the high traditions of the

Corpa.

I thought Colonel Hayward's officer escort for the
colors was very snappy and I snjoyed seeing them
function. I have never before seen the colors
paraded in this fashion at a Marine Corps birthday

party and therefore I feel thet its inclusion was
an excellent addition to an already beautiful

cersmony.

As I heve repeatedly ssid alil through my Navy career,
I think that the Marine Corps represents all that is
best in 1life, not only in military life but in other
factors a2 well. It has justifiably gained for it~
self world-wide recognition for itas high morele, its
high valor, and its incompsrable combat abllity
gained over many battlefields. It has tradltlons
which spring from the fundemental buman virtues,
notably courage, honor, loyalty, devotion to idesls
and a fundasmentsl bellief in the righteocusness of

its cause, whatever such cause may be,




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

Since the Marine Corps was officislly established
before the Navy, I feel that this was done by
Congress so that the Navy, during its birth,
might be adequately protscted.

Once again, let me thank you for the great priviledge
which I enjoyed in being a guest of the Marine
Officers of the Naval War College at this birthday
partye I can assure you that it was an inspiration.
With kindness regards,

Sincerely,

R.W. BATES

Colonel Robert E, Fojt, USMC
Navael Wer College
leﬂport, R.ZI.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT. RHODE ISLAND

Rovemberriﬁ, 1953

Dear Lem:

The Marine Corps' birthday has passed and since it
was very well celebrated up here I thought I would
write you a letter sbout it so you might know how
sell your representatives functioned in this area
on that memorsble day.

I have asttended sbout six of these parties now and
each year they seem to improve in guallty although
after esch of them I always feel that they have
reeched their spex. This yeer I was very pleased
to see that in addition to the various ceremonies
of previous years they had introduced the "colors"
emcorted by & bodygzuard consisting of four Colonels,
tuo Lieutenant Coclonels, one Major and a Captain.
It was very smart. All of the sbove officers
connected with the color ceremony carried thelr
ssbera. I am glad to see that you have retainead
the ssber for the Marines despite the fact that the
Kavy has dropped the sword. There is something
msrtisl sbout & sword or a saber snd who can be
more martial than the U.S, Marinest I think that
this birthday party idea is a wonderful thing and

I ‘sm sure that everyone present at the Naval War
College Marine Corps Cfficers® perty were inspired

by it.

T/ commenced with a cocktall party with nearly all
guests in uniform. Then with the many guests
standing at their sests at the dining room table,
the "colors" and the officer escort commsnded by
Colonel Hayward entered with music provided by the
commissioned officert's mess. This was followed

by the reading of the Marine Corps basic order for
this day by Colonel Hayward, and by the reading of
your birthday messege to the Marine Corps by
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT. RHODE ISLAND

Colonel Fojt. 7Then General Little gave a short
moving talk, and cut the birthday cake. Genersl
ILittle did a good jJob in this and although he looks
rather fraglle, he seemsd to grow in stature as he
spoke and cut the cake. o

In view of the above I want to take this opportunity
of telling you of how mmch I sppreciated the pri-
vilege of being & guest on this oceasion. I slso
wish to repeat here to you what I told your senior
Colonel here {Colonel Fojt) of my thoughits with
relation to the Marine Corps. I to0ld him that I
thought that the Marine Corps represented the highest
values of military service; that its high morale,
high valor, incomparable combst ability demonstrated
on many battleflelds, and 1ts high trasditions whieh
spring from the fundamental humen virtues, notably
ecourage, honor, loyalty and the belief in the
righteocusness of 1ts csuse, had gained it well
deserved world-wide accleim and I was proud therefore
to be a brother~ine-srms.

With regards to yourself, to General Thomas and your

Stafrf, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R.W. BATES

General Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr., USMC
Commandant, U.S., Marins Corps
Headguarters, U.,S. Marine Corps
Washington 25, D.C.
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Hovember 17, 1953

Dear Captain Smith:

I hope that you haven!'t been worrying about your artiocle
"P.DeR. meets Ibn Saud”, but I have been passing it
around the War College where those who have read it found

it highly interesting.

I have attached a couple of notes; one by the Honorable

Edward S. Crocker is of importance because Mr, Crocker was
recently Ambassador to Iraq and is now on the Staff of the
War College here and one by Admiral T.H. Robbins who is

Acting President of the War College. I frankly sgree that
1t 13 e facinating article. It has the ear-marks of
being prepared for publicationi I certainly hope so.

I want to thenk you for your kind handling of MORRILL ¥YN2.
He appears quite satisfied and we are also,

With many thanks sgain for the loan of the article, I am,
a8 ever,

Very sincerely yours,

R.W, BATES,

Encl/

Csptain B.,A. Smith, USK
Bureau of Navsl Personnel
Arlington Annex, Room 2827A
Ravy Depariment

Washington 25, D.C.
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November 17, 1953

Dear General Aémstrong:

This 1s in reference to your letter MEDFD-1B 201 Bates,
Charles E, (EM) of 3 November 1953,

I wish %o thenk you for your letter. I was disappointed,
however, because I thought that I had explained to Colonel
Prescott who, by the way, is an extremely fine gentlemsan,
about my nephew's case. The boy's fathereemy brothere-is
an ear, nose and throat specialist of San Franeisco, i3 a
graduate of Cornell Medical College and Msnhattan Ear, Nose
and Throat Hospital, ls the Chief of the Bar, Nose and
Throat Clinic of St. Luket's Hosplital and is, all in all, =
very cspable specielist in the ear, nose and throat field.
He has written me about his son and his son's condition,
which condition, in my mind, is en unhappy one and I feel
csonfident that once you have received the whole story you
will feel a 1little different than youn did in your letter
above referred to.

Doctor Bates 1s a wearer of the Distinguished Service Cross
himself and the Croix de Guerre with Palm. He was a
Lieutenant of Infantry in World Wer I, and would have had
no objection to his son being sent into battle had he been
physically fit but such is not the case.

I have teken the liberty of reopening this case with yonu,
General Armstrong, because I think that it was unwise to
send a man with the condition that my nephew has to Korea.
I base this thought on the fact that many doctors, civilien
a8 well as military, have told me that he never should

have been sent to Korea at this time, but should have been
retained where there was less noise until his ears had

improved.

I am sure that if you or your staff had known the faots

in this case you would not have employed the word "allegation."™
Therefore, on the basis that you do not have all of the facts

I have decided to present them to you in the form of extracts
from two recent letters from Private Betes! father. These
extracts sre asttached hereto.

There can be no doubt that Private Bates hes binaural
deafness., However, I wonder if you knew that he had it

wle




before he went overseas; that there had been an entry thereon
made in his record and that he carried a ocopy of the order
which stated plainly that he wes not to be sent where there
was any noise., Was this effective? It would appear not for
Private Bates was put in assigmments where the noise level
wes not conducive to the improvement of his hearing,.

Private Bates and his father both feel that he has been
hendled in somewhat surprising fashion in that, despite his
deafness and the recommendations thereon at the time by the
medical staff in the United States, he was sent overseas,
pushed direotly into a front line division, and told during -
the combat phase of the Korean wer that if he made any further
complaints about his condition he would be sent .up.to the :
front line for duty. This was, of course, dcontrary td-the
recormendations of BEvecuation Hospital 121 which had recome
mended that he wes to be pleced where there was no noise.

In connection with the above I wish to state that I recognise
fully that this recommendation was not final, and that, in
the end, he was always subject to the orders of the line
officers who were charged with obtalning vioctory. But what
is the need today as regerds Private Batesa?

I realize that there 1s a tendenoy to blame sll of Private
Bates troubles on a neurosis, although such a diagnosis is
not mentloned in your letter. I agree that it is likely
that he has a neurosls, but don't you think that & young
man of but 20 years of age having been given to understand
that he wes going deaf would undoubtedly have a neurosis of
some kind? Surely i1t cannot be a neurcsis arising from
fear of combat for there 1s no combat now.

I esked Colonel Prescott to recommend that Private Bates be
removed to some place where the Army has en outstanding
medical staff including ear men. Colonel Prescott assured
me that such & recommendation would be mede and that it
would be Japan. I wished this done because it 1s obvious
that Private Bates had lost confidence in the medical steff
in Korea since nothing haes been done there to slleviate

his condition. :

There is no doubt that within the Army there 1s wonderful
medical care available, but I think it seems clear that
Private Bates had not profited by it.

In view of the above, I request that Private Bates be placed
someéwhere where he has & chance=-if such a chancs nNow existges




of restoring his hearing and correcting his dysentary, Jspan
would, I am sure, be satisfactory to both Private Bates end:
Dootor Bates if there is a compestent "ear" staff there and if
the correct medical treatment 1s available., It would certainly
be satisfactory to me, ,

As regards myself, I wigh to state that I am an officer of
42 years naval servise, have held five commands at sea, am
a wearer of the Navy Croass and am on duty at the Navel War
College where I sm writing the Strategical and Tasctical
Analysis of the major naval battles of World War II, with
particular reference to command, :

Pinally, I will be 1&1Washington presently and hope at that
time to have an opportunity of discussing this matter with
you personally,

Sincerely,

R,¥W., BATES

‘Encls/

Ma jor General George E. Armstrong, USA{MC)
The Surgecn General

Departmsnt of the

Washington 25, D.C.




December 1, 1953

Dear Red:

In looking through my papers I discovered that I hed not
replied to your very nice note of some months ago relative
to the USS PITTSBURGH. I noted in your letter that you were
to be there sbout four months so I presume that you are now
at sea. Needless to say, I was very ~proud of you - when
you got command of the PITTSBURGH. A orulser command is @
fine command and is exactly whet I wanted in World Wer II.

I asked for cormmand of a ship in Cruiser Division SIX, which
was the MINNEAPOLIS Division. I did this because I wanted
to be in at the beackes with the landing forces and where

I knew I would be under fire, I felt that the newer cruisers
would be with the fast carriers where therse was no respon-
8ibility whatsoever,

I don't knew where the good ship PITTSBURGH will operate,

but there has been a PITTSBURGH in the Navy for a long
time and whichever PITTSBURGH it was it Las always been in
the limelight., The old four-stack PITTSBURGH which was
launched as the PENNSYLVANIA and operated as the PENNSYLVANIA
for many yesrs lived a beautiful life in the armored-oruilser
squadron, and ended up as the flagship of the Commandere-ine
Chief, Pacifioc Fleet and later of the Asiatic Fleet, The
four-stacks frightened the Chinese to deathl

The new PITTSBURGnhh?hiah is probably the ship you command,

lost her bow in 194} in the typhoon off the Marianas and
this coreated quite a sensation. I would suggest, if you
wish to enjoy your cruise, that you choose to follow the
first PITTSBURGH rather than the second. Let the new
successful PITTSBURGH be Gallery?!s PITTSBURGH!

The War College is doing fine and although we lost Admiral
Conolly, Admiral Robbins is handling it very well indeed.

¥We don't know who the new President will be, but a likely

candidate is Admiral MocCormiok,




I went to the Army-Navy Game. Although the gams was
delightful to see, our team was very inferior. Ve wers
out-tackled, out«played and, worst of all, outefoughti I
wWas not impressed. ‘

With best regards to yourself and to Louise, I am, as ever,

Your o0lé friend

R.W, BATES

Ceptain P.D. Gallery, USK
Commanding Officer

U.SeS. PITTSBURGH (CA 72)
o/o0 Fleet Post Office
Now York, N.Y.




December 7, 1953

Dear Babetg

This 1s a note to thank you and Nell for the delightful
pre~game luncheon which you gave at your quarters on the

day of the Army-Navy Game., My friends, (Mrs Axel''Jonssen
and #r & Mrs Howard Taylor Jrs.) whom you permitted to

come with me, have been to these same receptions for quite

a few years and they say that in their opinion this party
was the nicest of them all, The reason for thie was that

it was not too crowded and the food was superior. Naturally,
the drinks were normal,

I met a lot of people there and was certainly glad to see
them, notably Te Joy, He Hill, and your old friend Bill
Hollenback,

The Army-Navy Game followed exactly the pattern which I had
forecast to you at your house upon our return from Hazlette
Kessing wedding in North Carolina, If you will remember
at the time I was concerned over the inability of the Navy
team to tackle, block, and hold on to the balle This
sltuation as you know obtained at the Army-Navy game and to
my supprise Ederlatz stated at the end of the game that it
was & question of blocking and tackling. My brother who is
quite a football authority from California while concurring
with the above viewse«the lack of fundamentalse=stated that
the team didn't have the old fight that he had heard of for
80 many years, and peolnted out three players by number who
had done nothing througheut the whole game, 7This was the
brother that 1 wanted to meet you because he is what is
called a "California Great." Anyway, it is all over and we
shall look forward to another years

As I realize that this is your last pre-gzame party &s host,

I want to say here how much the Navy will miss you and Nell,
However, you know, of course, that even though you retire
you will not be forzotten in the minds of the multitude,
instead you will be happily remembered by many for long years
to come, That is a satisfaction given to few,

With best regards and appreciations for your many courtesies
to me; and to my guests I am, as ever,

Rear Admiral John H. Brown, Jr,UsSNWour old frisnd,
Commandant FOURTH Navel District
UeSe Naval Base

Philadelphia, Pa,
Re W. BATES
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14 December 1953

Dear Archies

In accordance with your suggestion, often expressed, I

an returning herewith, via Hr, Doyle, your book "Sea Duty,*
Neodless to say, I have been delichted with this book and
with the part on the HMassie case, Your brother handled
himself in 2 magnificent. fashion end I was very interested

to note what he had to say aocout this case. Since I was

his direct agent in it, he issued me two t'itness reports
headed "Conspicious Service" and when he asked me later to .
8erve on his Staff when he went to sea as & four-gtar Admiral,
I realized that he had an affection for me, I certainly
thought & lot of him, .

You have been very tolerant with me in this book matter, I
will admit that I have been very slow in returning to to you,
Of course, I realize that you don't want to get the book
back excepting as necessary to keep it from getting lost.
This 1is a laudable desire since nearly every book loaned

is not returned,

Anyway 1 enjoyed reading 1t; you enjoy having it returned;
we both had the highest affection for the writer; I hope
everyone is happy,. ‘

Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES.

Commander Archibold Stirling, USK (Ret)
8 Red Cross Terrace -
Newport, Re I,




December 18, 1953

Gentlemen:

Please send one box of your Gift No, 33T to the followe
ing address: ,

}

Mrs. Clark McIlwaine
Bellevue Avenue
Rewport, R,I.

A check for $2.95 to cover the purchase of the above gift
~ box is enclosed.

N

Yours very truly,

R.W. BATES
Rear Admirsl, U.S, Navy,.

Encl/

Paso del Oro Rancho
PeOe Box 100&.

Modssto, California
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Centlenen:

December 18, 1953

Ja et

Please. send one box each of youiﬁgift Nb.'332.to the follow-

ing addressest

V1.

V 2.

V/

3.

Rear Admiral and Mrs. C.L. Andrews, Jrs
"Land Fall", Breanton Rosd
Rewport, RsI.

Mr. & Mra. G. Bogart Blakeley
"Tusitale”, Honeyman Hill
Middletoun, Rele -

Lord and Lady Ceamoys
"Stonor Lodge" Bellevue Avenue
Hewpcrt, ReXe ’

Mrs, Guy Falirfex
"Elm Court”, Bellevue Avenue
neﬁport, R- I'

Hewport,/Re3X.

& Mrs, H.G. Cushing
"he Ledges", Oceen Avenue
Rewport, R.l.

Mr. & Mrs. C. Mathews Dick
"Clover Patch", Powery Street
Rewport, R.I..

Captain & Mrs. A.H‘ DOuglﬂS
58 Kay Street
Newport,; Rels

ur. &_Mrs. Barclay Douglas
Reﬁport, R.I. '
Rear Admiral & Mrs, Henry E. Eccles

"pack Aore", 101 Washington Street
Hbﬂport. R.I.

ol

N
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1. Mr, & Mrs, ard J., Eyre
"Rutland lLodge 90 Rhode Island Avenue
Reuport, R,1.

12, Mr. & Mrs, eph w.'Fbazer
“Mare Haut Ocean Drive
Newport, BiI.

., & Mrs. James Beck
"Plaisance”, Ledge Road
Kewpo:‘t, RQI.

Mr, & Mrs., Theodore FPhinney
™yrdham", Beacon Hill Road
Newport, R.X.

Mr., & Mrs, Willliam Grosvenor
"Hilltop™, Ruggzles Avenue
Newport, R.I.

,aa/,& Mrs., Edward C. Kalbfus
"Regtimere” Misntonomi Avenue
Newport, R.I.

Rewport  R.I.

Mr, & Mrs, LeRoy King
"Indian Sgring s Mooreland Road

Newport,

Commodore & Mrs. HeB, Mecleary
"Pwin Beeches", 38 Catherine Street
Newport, R.I.

Mrs, Peginald Norman
"Belair"”, 0ld Beach Road
VWewport, R.I.

Mrs, Ce OCliver O'Donnell
"Cave Clifr", LeRoy Avenue
Newport, R.I.

Major and Mrs, C.D.L. Pepys
"Holly House", Berkeley Avenue
Rewport, R.I.

Mr, & Mrs, Henry D. Phelps
"Slate Hill Farm", East Main Roed,
Middletown, R.I.

Mr. & Mrs. Ottavio Prochet 'T’izsu.tk) <

Newport, R.I.
e




28,

/25,
| a5

/35,

J/ 36.
J/

37+

Mr. & Hra. Verner Z. Reed, Jr.
"The Orchard”, Ferragansett Avenue
Newport, Rels

Mr, & Mrs, John ¥W. Richmond
"Seaward®, Cliff Avenue
Rewport, R.I.

Mrs. Dians Ryan
"Yauckuse Farm"
Newport, R.X.

Mrs., Harold A, Sends
155 Rhode Island Avenue
Kewport, R.I.

Mr. & Mrse J. Clayton Strawbridge
) T, Ocean Avenue

Rewport, Rel.

30, Vice Admirsl & Mrs. Sherwoode A, Taffinder

20 Sea View Avenue
Newport, R.I.

31, Mr. & Mrse, George H, Warren

/s
/
p
4
%

118 Mill Street
Newport, R.I.

32, Mr., & Mrs, Cherles G. West

"lowlands Cottage", Bellevue Avenue
Hewport, Rele

33, Mp. & Mrg, Gustave J.S. White

28 Greenough Place
Newport, Rels

3e Mr, & Mrs. Norman O, wWhitehouse

"Lansmere”, Webster Street
Neuwport, R.Il.

¥Mr, William F, Whitehouse
*Stone Villa", Bellevue Avenue
Newport, Rele

¥rs. Andrew C. Wilson '
"Ayrenit House", 45 Catherine Street

Newport, Rele

!Mpx& Mrs. Louls Brugulerse
"Wakekurst", Ochre Point
Newport, a.I.
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A check for $135.70 to cover the

Waval Station

3y
‘/Ws%‘m

Reay Admiral o Thomes H. Robbins, Jr,

yé1dents House "

L e T

e Richard L, Conolly -
President! a-ZHouse
Campusg), Island Universit
Brookville, L.I., New York -

Commander & Mrs., Albert H, Bowlker
32 BEsplanade
mddl‘tm, Re.I.

Commn nder & Mrs, Stanloy BE. Hindman

3
N

Eine NN

95 Xay Street
Newport, R.I.

Commender & Mrs. Charles As Marinke
213 Tuckerman Avenue
Middletown, R.I.

Chief Yeoman & Mrs. M.W, Burton
113 Cooledge Street
Revere 51, 8e

Chief Qnartamsfcr & ¥rs. S.T. Trembsth
103 Champlin Place
Newport, R.I.

Yeoman & Mrs, L.J. Baeringer
101l Washington Street
Bewtonville, Mass.

Yooman & Mrs. CeCe Morrill .
1B Constella tion Avenue
Middletown, R.I.

purchase of the above forty-

8ix gift boxes is enclosed.

Yours very truly

R.¥W. BATES
Rear Admlral, UsSe navy.




18 December 1953

Dear Captain Rogers:

I don't like to dun you about a matter which you may
not have been asble to attend to yet, but I am anxious
to receive your reply to the gneries of Professor
Armatrong of Columbia University,

I should appreciate your courtesy if you would expedite
the return of Professor Armstrong's letter and with it
your reply as I have now had it for too long & time not
to havée replied to him.

With best uishu for a Merry Christmas, I am, as ever,
Sincerely yours,

R.W, BATES

Captain T,W, Rogers, USN
Bureau of Ships

Room 3020A MAIN NAVY
Department of the Havy
Washington 25, DsCe.




December 29, 1953

Desr Babe & Jeck!

1 have wented to write to you for sometime to extend to zou.
the Sesson's Greetings and to tell you what a pleasure 1
has been over the years to have known you as well as I feel
I do. You are true friends and fine people withal, which
makes your team a delightful combination. ’

I missed you the other night at "Club 21" where I took my
brother and his wife from San Franciasco and their son and
daughter and thelir respective wife and husband so that there
were 8 total of seven. Robert Kriemdler looked out for us
sdmirebly and I am very appreciative. I saw your son Johnny
there with his stunning wife, I say stunning advisedly
because I thought that she looked very smart Iindeed. I was
startled because the last time I saw her she was mush
heavier, and the compariscn was gquite noticable. Childbirth
i1s an effective beautifierl ,

I was glad, Jack, to note that you had been made a Vice
President of the Navy League of the United States. This 1s
a very important assignment today, as the Navy is fighting
a resr-guard action in some ways and needs & little outside
help to support its obviously correct position. I am very
anxious, however, that in this assignment you don't over-
do yourself. You are & msn of great oapebilities and drive
and never apsare yourself. You will discover presently how
readily other people permit you to teke all of the responsi-
bilities. I want you to take some of them, but not all of
them. My reasons for this are three~fold, Firstly, because
I want you to retain your health which can be seriously
affected if you overdo yourself--"look at mel" Secondly,
because I think you will contribute morse to the Navy League
4f instead of being the driving power all of the time you
only move in at i{ntervels and then for the sole purpose of
giving an impluse to your projects whatever they may be,
when the drive behind them begins to lessen. Thirdly,




because your own business must require your personal acumen
and attention a great part of the time,

I hope to see you presently, until then let me wish you both
a belated Merry Christmas and an enthusiastic wish for a
very Happy New Yeari

Your old friend,

R.,W. BATES.

Captain Jobn J. Bergen, USNR
John J. Bergen & Company

4O Wall Street

New York, N.Y,.
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Decembexr 30, 1863

Dear Roger:

I am in receipt of your letter of December 28th and am hastening
to reply to it because the officer to whom I am about to refer
is soon to leave the Washington area,

Pirst I want to say that you have the correct affair i,e., the
Noa and the Emerald. Second, I want to say that I have talked
with Mrse Re Co Smith, the wife of the Captain of the Foa in

the Nanking Affair, She says that glthough Csptain Smith could
not remember making the statement, "A Navy Cross or a General  _
Court Martial, he thought it quite likely that he had made it
because everyone said that he did,

His aon, Commender R, C, Smith, III lives at 125 West Cameron
Road, Falls Chureh, Virginia, telephons ~ Jefferson 2-8180,
Commander Smith has all the papers in thils case with him at
Falls Church, and his mother says that she is sure he will be

. glad to talk to you.s A8 a matter of interest, Commander Smith
was on the Noa at the time as a guest of his father and though
but thirtesen years old was put to work with the refugees,

I hope that this will solve all of your difficulties, I recoms
mend that you call Commander Smith now, repeat now,
Best wishes for the Hew Year, I am, as ever,

Sincerely,

'R.W, BATES

iire Rogér Pinesau
CNO, Op=291=0

Navy Department
Washington 25, D. C.




Decsmber 30, 1953

Dear Helen and Disk:

I have been wanting to write to you for sometime to thank
you for the pleasure of my one-night?s stay at your home on
Long Island: to tell you of how much I enjoyed it,.and to say
how pleased I was that the gift of the 3taff of the War College
had been exactly what you needed.

I have delayed in writing to you because I have been in
Virginia where I celebrated the Christias Holidays with my
brother, his wife, thelir echildren and grand children, and where
X had little chance to write tc you. However, knowing that you
wore to be here on Hew Years Day I had hoped to talk to you then.
Now I understand that only you, Disck, sre coming and you, Helen,
will remain elsewhere. Having discovered this I must write to
you immediately to wish you all happiness during the New Year.

I am sorry that both of you are not coming to Newport be-
cause there are two or three affairs underway that might interest
you. Peggy Mcllwaine, the Pepys, and the Reeds are giving New
Years Eve dinners, and the Reeds are giving a dance, commencing
after eleven O'clock. There will on New Years Day, be the usual
lunch &t the Reading Room, which you, Dick, are attending, then
a reception by Admiral Robbins at Port Adams, and then a cock-
tail party by Daisy O'Donnell. I am sure that every hostess in
Newport would have been delighted and honored to have had both
of you at any or all of these affairs, '

I am glad to ses that you are enjoying your new endeavers
and that your new home will be very much to-your liking once
you have got the sharacteristic Conolly toueh into it. I like
it and I like the location.

I personally think that you, Dick, have a fine job which
will challenge your best endeavers. I am sure that you will do
well in it and will find that among other plus items it thins
you out mad makes you ycunger.

Rt

I suppose you have’jieen Bill Donovan, as I underatand that
he is home from Thalland, I am glad to hear that he has. re-
turned bacause the weather in Thailland is hot and humid, and
Bill isn't as yound as he once was., However, the change in oli-
mate between Thalland and New York and a vacation with his old
friends here will remove some of the danger of his Thalland
assignment, Blll is a remarkable fellow and is always seeking
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adventure somewhere. The son~of-a-gun always manages to find it
somehow,

I'm moving along all right. The work is tough and slow but
now that I have seen part of General MascArthur?s history whisch
ggems to be off in facts I feel that my work is more important

an ever,

Once again it was wonderful to see you on Long Island, it
will be equally wonderful to see you, Dick, tomorrow} it will
be & disappointment not to see you Helen; I wish you all
happiness for next year.

Best regards

As ever,
Your old friend,

R.,W. BATES
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